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SUMMARY:  The Boundary Commission for England published its initial 
proposals for the 2023 Parliamentary Constituency Review on 8 June 2021.  
Views are now being sought on these proposals with the initial consultation 
period running until 2 August 2021.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:                                                                               
 
That the Panel considers the proposals and forms a response to be agreed 
by Council on 28 July and submitted to the Boundary Commission by 2 
August 2021. 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) is an independent and 

impartial non-departmental public body which is responsible for 
reviewing Parliamentary constituency boundaries in England. 

  
1.2 The BCE has the task of periodically reviewing all the Parliamentary 

constituencies in England.  It is currently conducting a review on the 
basis of rules set by Parliament in 2020.  Whilst retaining the overall 
number of constituencies across the UK at 650, the rules apply a 
distribution formula that results in an increase in the number of 
constituencies in England (From 533 to 543).  The rules also require 
that every constituency across the UK (except 5 specified exceptions) 



must have an electorate that is no smaller than 69,724 and no larger 
than 77,062.  

 
2. NEW PROPOSALS FOR CUMBRIA 
 
2.1 The North West has been allocated 73 constituencies – a reduction of 

two from the current number.  The proposal for Cumbria are for six 
constituencies as it currently has.  
 

2.2 Due to the population size of Cumbria, the figures are too large for 
the county to be allocated five whole constituencies, but too few for 
six.   It is therefore, proposed that a sub-region be created by pairing 
Cumbria with Lancashire.  A full explanation can be found on pages 
10 and 11 of Appendix 1.   

 
2.3 The proposals affecting Copeland are for a constituency called 

‘Copeland and the Western Lakes’ made up of the 17 Copeland 
Borough Wards, together with two Allerdale Wards; Crummock & 
Derwent Valley and Keswick and four wards from South Lakeland: 
Ambleside & Grasmere, Bowness & Levens (Part), Broughton & 
Coniston and Windermere. Full details can be found on Page 13, 
paragragh 39 of Appendix 1.   

 
2.4  A more detailed map for the new proposals is attached as Appendix 2 

to this report. 
 
3. Timetable for Review 
 
3.1 The Boundary Commission has set the following timetable for the 

review: 
 
8 June 2021 – Publish initial Proposals and conduct eight-week 
written consultation 
Early 2022 – Publish responses to initial proposals and conduct a six-
week secondary consultation 
Late 2022 – Publish revised proposals and conduct four-week written 
consultation 



June 2023 – Submit and Publish final report and recommendations 
  

4. CONCLUSION 
 
4.1 It is recommended that the Panel make representation in support or 

against the proposals and compile a response, to be agreed by 
Council on 28th July and submitted to the Boundary Commission by 2 
August 2021. 
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